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Academic Senate 

MOTION
on the situation in Gaza, the events concerning the “Global Sumud Flotilla”,

and the commitment of the IMT School in difficult time
   The Academic Senate of the IMT School for Advanced Studies Lucca, meeting today, wishes to
express a public position on the situation in Gaza and in the Occupied Palestinian Territory, on the
events involving the activists of the “Global Sumud Flotilla”, and on the initiatives that the School
intends to undertake, also with a thought for those who, in other regions of the world, suffer
violations of the right to education and of freedom of expression.
  

 Universities and institutions of higher education are not only places of research and teaching. They
are places where consciences are formed, criteria of judgment are transmitted, and the capacity to
read the present with rational tools and moral sensitivity is preserved. For this reason, the School has
decided to communicate publicly its solidarity and the actions it intends to undertake.
   

   The world is going through a season of conflicts and suffering extending well beyond the Gaza Strip,
from Ukraine to Sudan, from Yemen to the Democratic Republic of the Congo, and to the many crises
that no longer make the front pages. To these must be added the repressions affecting the academic
world: in Iran, where university students have been killed, arrested, and in some cases executed for
raising their voices; in Turkey, where campuses have become the scene of mobilization against
authoritarian tendencies, repressed through thousands of arrests of students and faculty members.
The School recognizes the suffering in all these situations and the moral obligation not to rank it. It
feels, however, a particular responsibility when the victims are those who, like us, have chosen study
and research as a form of life: silenced students, imprisoned scholars, closed universities.
  

 There are, however, moments in which a single front, because of the scale of the suffering inflicted
on a civilian population and the clarity with which it is exposed before the eyes of the world, makes it
all the more urgent to speak out publicly. The School is aware of the historical depth of the Israeli-
Palestinian conflict, of the wounded memories that accompany it, and of the need to frame it with
knowledge, rigour, and responsibility. It is precisely this awareness that requires distinguishing
historical understanding from the justification of present violence. For this reason, regardless of the
historical origins of the conflict, of the developments that have led to the current situation, and of the
triggering events that opened the present cycle of violence, what is still happening in Gaza and in the
Occupied Palestinian Territory is intolerable. It is intolerable under international law and
international humanitarian law. It is intolerable in terms of proportionality and of the distinction
between combatants and the civilian population. It is intolerable in terms of the most basic human
dignity, in the face of images of starving children, destroyed hospitals, exterminated families, and an
educational system erased.
   To this situation was added the case of the “Global Sumud Flotilla”, a non-violent civil initiative
launched to draw international attention to the humanitarian crisis in Gaza, in which Alessio
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Catanzaro, a student of the School, also took part. The vessels were intercepted by the Israeli navy in
international waters. Hundreds of activists, including numerous Italian citizens and our Alessio, were
detained, in some cases injured, and displayed as trophies in images disseminated for propaganda
purposes by a minister of the Israeli government.

   It is those images, with activists kneeling, blindfolded, humiliated, that today compel the IMT
School, as well as many other Italian institutions, to speak out. These are the same images that led
the President of the Republic, Sergio Mattarella, on 20 May 2026, to speak of an “uncivilized
treatment inflicted on people illegally detained in international waters, reaching the lowest level
through the actions of a minister of the Israeli government”; images in response to which the
President of the Council of Ministers and the Italian Minister of Foreign Affairs described the conduct
as “unacceptable” and “harmful to human dignity”; and the President of the Union of Italian Jewish
Communities, Livia Ottolenghi, used the words “unacceptable and grave”.

    The condemnation of what is happening also comes, with deep anguish, from leading figures of
Jewish and Israeli culture.
    The Israeli writer David Grossman, one of the most authoritative voices of his country’s critical
conscience, after having for years refused to use extreme categories, stated in July 2025: “I want to
speak as a person who has done everything he could to avoid calling Israel a genocidal state. And
now, with immense pain and a broken heart, I must acknowledge that it is happening before my
eyes.” These are the words of a man who lost a son in the Israeli armed forces and who has devoted
his public life to the idea of coexistence between two peoples.

   Senator for life Liliana Segre, a survivor of Auschwitz, while using her own cautious language,
recalled “a sacred respect for children of every nationality, every belief, every religion” and
expressed “revulsion toward the spirit of revenge”. It is in that respect, and in that revulsion, that the
IMT School finds its orientation.

For these reasons, the Academic Senate,

 also taking into account the concerns raised within its community, in line with the positions already
expressed by the IMT School in the past, and in dialogue with the positions adopted by numerous
Italian and European institutions:

1. Expresses full solidarity with the Palestinian people and firmly condemns the actions that
have led to the very grave humanitarian crisis currently unfolding in the Gaza Strip and in the
Occupied Palestinian Territory, in the face of civilian suffering that has reached thresholds
incompatible with international law, international humanitarian law, and the democratic conscience
of Europe. Nothing in the history that has led to the present justifies what continues to happen. 

2.Expresses solidarity with the activists of the “Global Sumud Flotilla”, recognizing the value of
civil and non-violent initiatives that keep international attention focused on the humanitarian
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 crisis in Gaza. The School endorses the words of the President of the Italian Republic regarding the
“uncivilized treatment inflicted on people illegally detained in international waters” and considers
that the dignity of those activists, including Italian and European citizens, members of parliament,
journalists, and professionals, must be protected as a common good of the Italian Republic and of
the European Union.

3. Commits to continuing and strengthening support for initiatives aimed at offering study,
research, and academic protection opportunities to Palestinian students and scholars

affected by war and displacement. The School intends to strengthen this commitment
immediately, identifying the most effective forms of implementation in agreement with its

governing bodies and with other Italian and European academic institutions that have already
activated similar programmes. It also confirms its willingness to support, through Scholars at

Risk and similar programmes, and within the limits of its resources, students and scholars from
other contexts in which academic freedom and freedom of expression are currently at risk.   

                          

4. Commits to continuing and strengthening the organization of seminars, public meetings, and
information initiatives on the situation in the Middle East, international humanitarian law, and
the paths toward coexistence and peace. The IMT School wishes to be a space in which the
present is studied, not a place in which hatred or discrimination of any kind, or against any of the
communities that make up our School, is fuelled. The condemnation of what is happening must not,
within these walls, turn into hostility toward the Israeli people or toward Jewish communities; on the
contrary, the School recognizes and embraces the voices of conscience that, with pain, have been
able to speak out in recent years

5. Reaffirms that the condemnation of all forms of violence against the Palestinian population
cannot and must not turn into hatred toward the Israeli people or toward Jewish communities.
On the contrary, the School recognizes and embraces the voices of conscience within those
communities that, with pain, have spoken out in recent years, including within the State of Israel. The
IMT School wishes to be a place in which the present is studied, not in which hatred or discrimination
of any kind is fuelled, nor directed against any of the communities that make up our School. The IMT
School rejects all forms of antisemitism, Islamophobia, racism, and discrimination, and is committed
to preserving a space for critical, informed, and non-violent speech.

The IMT School believes that the task of institutions of higher education, in difficult times, is twofold:
to continue conducting research with rigour and to say clearly what civic conscience requires us to
say. These two things are not in conflict. They are, rather, one and the same. Lucca, 26 May 2026 The
Academic Senate of the IMT School for Advanced Studies Lucca

Lucca, 26 May 2026
The Academic Senate of the IMT School for Advanced Studies Lucca
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